
 

Qualifying Report 

2022/4/9 Rd-1 FUJI Speedway 

Weather：Fine Temperature：17℃ 21cars 

 

 

The Super Formula 2022 season contains 10 races in 7 events, 3 more races than 

the last season. In the opening event at Fuji Speedway, Rd1 was held on Saturday 

and Rd2 was on Sunday.  

Every driver and team were eager to perform well in the first 2-race series to 

make a good start this season. 

The new QF format has been superseded, and the knock-out qualification is only 

for QF1 and QF2. This would provide more speedy and thrilling competition.   

In Grp A, Otsu, 2021 Rookie of the Year, went on track wearing new tires only in 

front because he felt the front tires did not get warm quickly.   

Then, he came back to the pits to change rear tires to new ones for an attack lap. 

He marked good times in Sec 1 and Sec 2, but not in Sec 3. He moved on to QF2 

in 5th. 

Makino in Grp B started with the used tires to obtain an operational feel of the 

car. He went on track with new tires with 7 min remaining.  

After warming the tires carefully, he attacked on his third lap. He had been in 

good shape since yesterday, and recorded the fastest time in Sec 2.  

However, he slowed down in Sec 3 because of bad balance, and became 6th to 

QF2. 

12 cars took part in QF2. Makino adjusted the set-up a little, and after 3 laps of 

warming up, he started to attack in his 4th lap.  

Even though his time was the fastest in Sec 2, the car balance did not improve 

in Sec 3, and he ended up in 7th. 

Otsu also adjusted the set-up. He went on track to attack as soon as the course 

opened. Since his set-up did not fit in with the surface condition change, he 

finished QF in 10th. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

#5: Tadasuke Makino Position 7th (QF1 GrpB 6th, QF2 7th) 4th among Honda users 

I was doing very well during Free Practice yesterday, but didn’t improve much. 

Especially in Sec 3, my time was far from what I expected. There is quite a time 

gap between the leader and me, but I will focus on the race, which I go into 

planning a strategy with my team. 

 

#6: Hiroki Otsu Position 10th (QF1 GrpA 5th, QF2 10th) 5th among Honda users 

Like Makino, I was in good shape yesterday, too. So I was confident before QF. 

Regarding the feeling from QF1, I changed the set-up for QF2, however, I 

couldn’t adjust to the condition change. 

For the race, I will reconsider my driving including the set-up to finish in the top 

group. 


