Qualifying Report
2021/4/24
Rd-2 SUZUKA Circuit
Weather：Cloudy/Fine

Temperature：20℃

19cars

Two young drivers of Docomo Team Dandelion Racing, Nirei Fukuzumi who
became 3rd and mounted the podium and Ukyo Sasahara who substituted for
Makino and brought points home, did great jobs in the 2021 season opener.
Rd2 at Suzuka will be the key to the championship, so the drivers including
veterans who are skilled at performing in this circuit will jumble together and the
race will be hot.
In Knock-out QF1, Sasahara in GrpA warmed his car and did a check-run as soon
as the QF started, and with 6 min remaining, he went on-track with new tires on.
He moved on to QF2 in third.
Sasahara in GrpB also did a check-run as soon as it began, and went on-track in
the last 5 min. He shortened his lap time again and again, and finally made it to
QF2 in first.
In the following QF2, Fukuzumi came out on top with the lead of 0.3 sec. Since
Sasahara could not meet the surface condition in spite of adjusting the set-up,
he made it through QF3 in 7th.
Fukuzumi who aimed for the first place in continuation of QF1 and QF2 finished
QF3 without a mistake, recording the top time. He became first in every session
of the qualification, and took the pole position for the first time.
On the other hand, Sasahara adjusted the set-up furthermore and had a better
feeling about the car. He ended up in 5th and was going to start from the third
row the next day.
#5: Nirei Fukuzumi Position 1st (QF1 GrpB 1st, QF2 1st, QF3 1st) 1st among Honda users
I had been having a good feeling about my car and myself since Free Practice,
and my team completed my car remarkably every time I drove.
So, QF was just perfect with the first place in every session.
This is my first pole position in Super Formula. Before, I was frustrated several
times when I was 2nd or 3rd in QF, but now I am very happy.
I will try to stay in good condition tomorrow, and prepare for the perfect ‘pole
to win’. I will bring out my best for the first victory of Super Formula.

#6: Ukyo Sasahara Position 5th

(QF1 GrpA 3rd, QF2 7th, QF3 5th) 4th among Honda users

MY car was well-balanced in Free Practice and QF, and I felt a certain reaction.
On data, my car’s corner speed was as fast as Fukuzumi’s car which took the
pole position, however, because of time loss in accelerating sections, I couldn’t
reduce my time.
Starting from the 5th grid, I have a good chance to stand on the podium, or
even win the race. I will examine strategy and set-up with my team, and focus
on reaching the goal first.

