
 

Qualifying Report 

2019/10/26 Rd-7 SUZUKA Circuit 

Weather：Fine Temperature：23℃ 20cars 

 

2019 Super Formula with the new machine ‘SF19’ comes back to Suzuka Circuit, 

the opening place, to determine the series champion after the tight races all over 

Japan.  

Yamamoto aiming at the title for third time, two years in a row, leads the drivers’ 

standings by one point. At the same time, DOCOMO TEAM DANDELION RACING 

now tops the teams’ standings. 

In knock-out QF1, 20 cars were divided into two groups of 10 each, GrpA and 

GrpB. Yamamoto attacked in GrpA. Warming up the medium tires completely, he 

attacked without any mistakes and became second. 

In GrpB, Fukuzumi gave all that was in him on his attacking lap and cleared QF1 

in first.   

In following QF2 where all the cars wore soft tires, Fukuzumi came out on top by 

more than 0.2sec. Yamamoto was as fast as Fukuzumi, however, he moved on to 

QF3 in third position.   

Both drivers went into QF3 after adjusting car balance slightly. They did not make 

any mistakes during attacking, however, the set-up changes might not have 

matched the surface changes. Fukuzumi finished in 4th and Yamamoto did in 5th. 

 

#1: Naoki Yamamoto Position 5th (QF1 GrpA 2nd, QF2 3rd, QF3 5th) 5th among Honda users 

It is tough situation. The driver whom I don’t want to be in front of me most is 

in the pole position, and it makes a start hard for the title. But I won’t give up 

though the end.   

I will change my focus in a positive way, and will examine the strategies and 

set-ups with my team for tomorrow to concentrate on reaching the goal first.   

 

#5: Nirei Fukuzumi Position 5th (QF1 GrpB 1st, QF2 1st, QF3 4th) 4th among Honda users 

I was in good shape in QF1 and QF2, and I cleared both QF in first. I was 

confident of finishing QF in high ranks along with Yamamoto. I am satisfied with 

my driving in QF3, but I couldn’t adjust my car to the condition changes and 

became 4th place. I strongly felt my own inadequacies to take the pole position.   

Our cars’ pace will be fast in the race, so I will push aggressively to finish in high 

ranks tomorrow.  


